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WASHINGTON and U.S.TRAFFIC FATALITY RATES, 1993-2007 *
Traffic fatalities per 100 million vehicle-miles traveled , * 2007 figures based on preliminary data as of 6/18/08
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Across the country, motorcycle crashes have increased
every year for the past nine years.

Motorcycle fatalities represent 11% of highway
fatalities in the US even though motorcycles represent
only 3% of the registered vehicles.

Motorcyclists are 35 times more likely to die in a crash
than passenger car occupants.

SAFETEA-LU authorized a $25M state motorcycle
safety grant program to support rider training and
motorist awareness (2010 funding).

National Data on Motorcycles



MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES, WA 1998-2007
Number of motorcyclist fatalities by Year
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TRAFFIC FATALITY RATES, WA 1998-2007
Passenger Vehicle Occupants v. Motorcyclists

Fatalities per 10,000 registered vehicles
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Registered Motorcycles and Motorcyclist Fatalities
Washington State, 1996-2008*
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Source: FARS and DOL.

Fatalities in 2008 are preliminary and may change as more information becomes available. Total number of registered motorcyles in Washington State from DOL 

Vehicle/Vessel Registration Fee Distribution Count Reports.





Fatal Crashes Involving a Motorcycle by Type of Crash
Washington State, 2003-07
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Impairment and Speeding are the Main
Contributing Factors in MC Crashes
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Drivers Impaired in Washington Fatal Crashes, 1998-2007
By Vehicle Type, Percent of Drivers with either a BAC> .08 or a positive drug test
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DRIVERS SPEEDING IN WASHINGTON FATAL CRASHES, 1998-2007
By Vehicle Type, Percent of Speeding Drivers for each vehicle type*

*As identified by collision investigators
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MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES, WA 1998-2007
By Gender
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WASHINGTON MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES, 1998-2007
By Urban-Rural Roadway Function Classification
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MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES, WA 1998-2007
By Month of Crash

Percentage of motorcyclist fatalities
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MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES, WA 1998-2007
By Time of Crash
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MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES, WA 1998-2007
By Age Group and Year

Number of motorcyclist fatalities
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In 2008, Nearly 35% of WA Operators Involved
in a Fatal Crash Were Not Endorsed
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Source: National FARS data
Properly licensed motorcycle operators were those with a a valid license for the class of vehicle they were operating and a valid non-CDL license status. Valid 
non-CDL license status in 1991-1992 included single-class license, multiple-class license, learners permit, and temporary license. From 1993 to 2003, valid 
status included valid license, learner's permit/restricted, and temporary license. From 2004 to 2007, valid status included valid license and learner's permit. 
Operators with unknown license status and license for the class of vehicle were excluded. The total number of operators with an unknown license status for 
Washington from 1991 to 2006 was 5 (0.6%)  and for the U.S. was 513 (1.1 %).



Washington Motorcycle DataWashington Motorcycle Data

Half of all Washington motorcycle fatalitiesHalf of all Washington motorcycle fatalities
occur in King (25.6%), Pierce (10.8%), andoccur in King (25.6%), Pierce (10.8%), and
Snohomish ( 13.9%) Counties,Snohomish ( 13.9%) Counties,

Total = 50.3%Total = 50.3%



Acceptable Outcomes?Acceptable Outcomes?

No!No!

In order to change this trend, the stateIn order to change this trend, the state

needed a new way to make and monitorneeded a new way to make and monitor

progress in reducing motorcycle fatalities.progress in reducing motorcycle fatalities.

Solution Solution –– 2005 GMAP meeting with Governor 2005 GMAP meeting with Governor

GregoireGregoire, Director Liz Luce (DOL), Chief John, Director Liz Luce (DOL), Chief John

Batiste (WSP), and WTSC to discuss the statesBatiste (WSP), and WTSC to discuss the states

response to this trend.response to this trend.



GovernorGovernor’’s GMAP s GMAP –– February 2008 February 2008



Key GMAP StrategiesKey GMAP Strategies

Increase motorcycle rider trainingIncrease motorcycle rider training
opportunities and public education andopportunities and public education and
awareness campaigns;awareness campaigns;

Focus DUI and speeding enforcement basedFocus DUI and speeding enforcement based
on motorcycle crash data;on motorcycle crash data;

Impound motorcycles of un-endorsedImpound motorcycles of un-endorsed
operators under new statute (effective dateoperators under new statute (effective date
of 2007) WSP Impounds 133 of 2007) WSP Impounds 133 –– 2007 (6 2007 (6
months), and 257 in 2008.months), and 257 in 2008.



GovernorGovernor’’s Motorcycle Task Forces Motorcycle Task Force

Started in late 2005.Started in late 2005.

Members included state agencies (WSP, DOL,Members included state agencies (WSP, DOL,

WTSC, WSDOT, and DOH) as well as rider groups.WTSC, WSDOT, and DOH) as well as rider groups.

Recommendations:Recommendations:

DOL assess and revise rider training curriculumDOL assess and revise rider training curriculum

Development of a public awareness campaignDevelopment of a public awareness campaign

Legislation seeking increased funding for trainingLegislation seeking increased funding for training

classes; strengthening impound law for unendorsedclasses; strengthening impound law for unendorsed

riders (both passed Legislature in 2007 session)riders (both passed Legislature in 2007 session)

Enforcement focusing on speeding and DUIEnforcement focusing on speeding and DUI



DOL Media Campaign

– Television PSA ‘Endorse Your Sport” – PSA
development and air buy paid with SAFETEA-LU
2010 funds;

– Endorseyoursport.com web site directs riders to
DOL web site for rider training class information,
cost of endorsement, etc; and

– Additional operator training classes added so

DOL continues to qualify for Federal funding in
2010 funding.











2008* PIERCE COUNTY MC FATALITIES

*This information is preliminary and subject to change; it is for internal use only.

        ROADWAY VEHICLE DRIVER INFORMATION DRIVING HISTORY TOX SCREEN

FRS

# CR DATE

RD 

TYPE TR ID #1 VEH#

BODY 

TYPE

PER 

TYPE

REG 

OWN

ER DRF1 DRF2 DRF3 DRF4

MC 

ENDORS

?

HELMET

?

PRV 

CR

PRV 

DUI

PRV 

OTH*

PRV 

SPD

PREV 

SUS/R

EV BAC DRUG1 DRUG2

1 18 1/18/2008 CO 176th St E 1 of 2 MC DR Y

fail to yield 

ROW

fail to obey 

trfc contr suspended

other non-

mov

SUS, MC 

EXP Y 0 0 7 2 7 0

oxy-

codone

canna-

binoid, 

type unk

2 60 2/16/2008 SR SR-410 2 of 2 MC DR Y

spd over 

limit 0 0 0 YES N 2 0 0 0 1 0.24 0 0

3 190 6/20/2008 SR N Meridian St 1 of 2 MC PASS Y

passing wrg 

side 0 0 0 NO** Y 1** 0 2** 0** 0** 0 0 0

4 210 6/27/2008 SR SR-512 1 of 1 MC DR Y

too fast for 

cond

passing wrg 

side

passing 

where 

prohib

under inf 

of 

alc/dr/med NO LIC Y 0 0 0 0 0 0.18 0 0

5 257 8/2/2008 CI E 56TH ST 1 of 2 MC DR Y inattention

too fast for 

cond racing 0 YES Y 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

6 257 8/2/2008 CI E 56TH ST 2 of 2 MC DR Y inattention

too fast for 

cond racing 0 YES Y 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0

7 270 8/16/2008 SR SR-7 1 of 2 MC DR Y

passing 

where 

prohib

fail to yield 

ROW 0 0 YES Y 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 326 8/28/2008 CO C St S 1 of 1 MC DR N inattention 0 0 0 YES Y 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 308 9/22/2008 CO Houston Rd E 1 of 1 MC DR N over ctrline

spd over 

limit

other non-

mov 0 NO Y 0 0 4 0 2 0 THC

canna-

binoid, 

type unk

10 375 9/26/2008 CO 200th St E 2 of 2 MC DR Y 0 0 0 0 YES Y 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0

11 376 10/1/2008 CO 146th Av E 1 of 1 MC DR Y

spd over 

limit 0 0 0 NO Y 0 0 1 0 0 0.08 0 0

*"Previous other" includes seat belt violations, illegal equipment, failure to stop, reckless or negligent driving, disobeying traffic control devices, no valid license, no proof of insurance, or DWLS

**This is the MC operator's  driver history

SUMMARY 10 fatal crashes with a total of 11 motorcyclist fatalities Other

* Target Zero priorities 5 (50%) of operators did not have valid MC endorsement

* 5 (50%) of the MC operators were impaired 5 (40%) fatal crashes occurred on county roads

* 6 (60%) of the operators were speeding 4 (40%) of the crashes were single vehicle

* 1 (9%) of the drivers/riders were not wearing a helmet 10 (90.9%) of fatalities were MC operators



Current WTSC ApproachCurrent WTSC Approach

Motorcycle Strategy Group convenedMotorcycle Strategy Group convened

in November 2008;in November 2008;

Multi-agency group, including agencyMulti-agency group, including agency

research staff and law enforcement;research staff and law enforcement;

Using WSDOT, FARS, WTSC, and WSPUsing WSDOT, FARS, WTSC, and WSP

data to plan enforcement activities.data to plan enforcement activities.



Motorcycle Strategy GroupMotorcycle Strategy Group

Activity PlanActivity Plan

Media:Media:

–– Prepare roll call video for lawPrepare roll call video for law
enforcement;enforcement;

–– Print RCW cards for law enforcement;Print RCW cards for law enforcement;

–– Distribute rack cards for use duringDistribute rack cards for use during
enforcement enforcement (see handout); (see handout); andand

–– Create, print, and distribute brochuresCreate, print, and distribute brochures
and posters to rider groups, gas stations,and posters to rider groups, gas stations,
dealerships, etc. dealerships, etc. (see handouts).(see handouts).



Motorcycle Strategy GroupMotorcycle Strategy Group

Enforcement Plan:Enforcement Plan:

–– Extra patrols during Sun N Surf Rally in OceanExtra patrols during Sun N Surf Rally in Ocean

Shores in July and for the Oyster Run inShores in July and for the Oyster Run in

Anacortes in September; andAnacortes in September; and

–– Sustained enforcement plans for summerSustained enforcement plans for summer

months being developed by local lawmonths being developed by local law

enforcement in King, Pierce, Snohomish andenforcement in King, Pierce, Snohomish and

Skagit Counties.  Using research data to targetSkagit Counties.  Using research data to target

high motorcycle collision areas for enforcement.high motorcycle collision areas for enforcement.



How Washington StateHow Washington State’’ss

Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) is Working toStrategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) is Working to

Address Motorcycle SafetyAddress Motorcycle Safety

TARGET ZEROTARGET ZERO

A collaborative effort to improve transportation
safety on all public roads



Target Zero VisionTarget Zero Vision

To eliminate fatal and serious injuryTo eliminate fatal and serious injury

crashes by 2030crashes by 2030

Question:Question:

Is this a viable traffic safety planningIs this a viable traffic safety planning

strategy for motorcycles or is it just wishfulstrategy for motorcycles or is it just wishful

thinking?thinking?



Target Zero is Using Proven Strategies forTarget Zero is Using Proven Strategies for

Motorcycle SafetyMotorcycle Safety



Countermeasures that Work Countermeasures that Work –– Proven Proven

Strategies for Motorcycle SafetyStrategies for Motorcycle Safety



Key Elements of Target ZeroKey Elements of Target Zero

Many partnersMany partners

Data drivenData driven

Establishes priorities and goalsEstablishes priorities and goals

Implemented via proven strategiesImplemented via proven strategies

and best practicesand best practices

Aggressively evaluates resultsAggressively evaluates results

Makes course corrections as warrantedMakes course corrections as warranted



Measuring ProgressMeasuring Progress

Continue to analyze performance data;Continue to analyze performance data;

Allocate resources to target areas where theAllocate resources to target areas where the

investment will generate the greatest safetyinvestment will generate the greatest safety

benefits; andbenefits; and

Again, make necessary course corrections.Again, make necessary course corrections.



Washington Traffic Fatalities, 1980-2007 
Projected to 2030 (preliminary data for 2007) 

PREPARED BY WTSC - June 2008 (Source: FARS) 
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ConclusionConclusion

Based on previous successes experienced in TargetBased on previous successes experienced in Target

Zero initiatives, we believe:Zero initiatives, we believe:

–– We can realize reductions in motorcycle fatalitiesWe can realize reductions in motorcycle fatalities

and serious injury crashes as we have seen inand serious injury crashes as we have seen in

other modes of transportation; andother modes of transportation; and

–– That this work will contribute to goal of TargetThat this work will contribute to goal of Target

Zero.Zero.



  QuestionsQuestions



Contact InformationContact Information

Lowell M. Porter, DirectorLowell M. Porter, Director

Washington Traffic Safety CommissionWashington Traffic Safety Commission

621 8621 8thth Avenue SE, Suite 409 Avenue SE, Suite 409

Olympia, WA 98504-0944Olympia, WA 98504-0944

360-725-9899360-725-9899

lporter@wtsc.wa.govlporter@wtsc.wa.gov

www.wtsc.wa.govwww.wtsc.wa.gov
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